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succeeded well in dispelling the haze of the theatrical and the sensational 

which has surrounded Buffalo Bill so long, and her story is none the less 

interesting because in showing her husband in his role of the pioneer, 

she unconsciously pays a high tribute to those pioneer women, of whom 

she was one, who played their important part in the winning of the 

west. 

E. S. W. 

The moral basis of democracy. Sunday morning talks to students and 
graduates. By Arthur Twining Hadley. (New Haven: Yale 
university press, 1919. 206 p. $1.75) 

The eighteen talks — sermons they might better be called — that make 
up this volume were delivered before the students and graduates of Yale 
university during the years 1908-1919. Their arrangement (not chron- 
ological) in book form appears to have been dictated largely by the 
great war and the principles involved therein. In his preface the author 
points out that "the dangers to freedom are more immediate and more 
complex today than they were fifty years ago. ' ' There is a great differ- 
ence between the conditions ruling at the close of the civil war and those 
at the present time when "liberty is threatened from below as well as 
from above." Control is the anchor of democracy. 

The talks which Mr. Hadley has included in his book are well chosen 
for their similarity and continuity of thought and exhibit that personal 
touch induced by the intimacy of college life. There are two sections 
in the volume : the first, of ten talks, is entitled ' ' Ethics of citizenship ' ' ; 
and the second, "Ethics of leadership." As might be expected in any 
series of this nature, there is some duplication of thought and expres- 
sion, while necessarily propositions are stated at times in general instead 
of in specific terms. 

Throughout, the author makes use of history to develop his points, and 
vindicates his arguments by referring to past events and past epochs. 
The one great central theme about which he plays is that the ideals of 
practical Christianity are best suited to the development and safeguard- 
ing of democracy. Indeed, the volume might have been called "The 
moral and spiritual basis of democracy. ' ' 

The book is interesting throughout. There is no cant about it, and 
thoughts are expressed in good, vigorous English. It is a good book to 
read at this period in our history when the moral as well as the religious 
fabric of all nations is being pulled between mighty forces. There is 
nothing new in the volume and the author would be the last to claim 
that there is. It is simply a statement, many times repeated, of cer- 
tain elements entering into right, dynamic living. 

James Alexander Robertson 



